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Champlain College St. Lambert 

George Wallace Library 

 

 

MagillOnLiterature Plus 
 

MagillOnLiterature is a database that provides information about literature and authors. 

 

Access it from the library website. 

The search screen is similar to EBSCOHost Academic Search Premier. 

 

If you want to search for information on a particular title, type 

it in the search box and choose Title of Work. If you want 

information on a particular author, choose Author. 

You will get results from a variety of different reference 

works, such as “Cyclopedia of Literary Characters”, Magill 

Book Reviews, Magill’s Survey of World Literature, and more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of these are available in full text online. 

 

 You will also be able to print, email or save these 

articles, using these icons: 

 
 

When you click on an article you will first see information about the author and the work, including what 

literary genre(s) it belongs to and a list of subject terms. After the article there may be a bibliography 

and a list of related articles in this database. 
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On the lower half of the main search screen, there are other options for searching. 

 

 
 

You can combine these search options in order to identify works or authors which meet the criteria you 

specify. For example, to find twentieth century Canadian women writers, you could do the following: 

 

Put Author’s Lifetime as 1900 C.E. to 

2000 C.E.  

(Note that C.E. means “Common Era”, 

or A.D., while B.C.E. means “Before 

Common Era”, or B.C.) 

 

 

Choose “Female” as Author’s 

Gender. 

 

 

For Author’s National Identity, write 

“Canada”. (Note that you should write the 

name of the country rather than the 

adjective: Canada, not Canadian.)  

 

 

After clicking on “Search”, you will then be able to find authors who are 

Canadian, women, and were living between 1900 and 2000. If you want to 

limit your results to biographical information (in other words, information 

about the authors rather than about the works they wrote), you could use the 

“Narrow your search” option to the left of the search results. Just click on 
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“Biographies” and you will see only the results that give biographical information rather than work 

analyses. 

You can also use the other search options available beside the 

search boxes.  If you would like to know what the available options 

are, go to “Indexes” (at the top left).   

 

For example, if you want to see whether “magical realism” is an 

option for literary genres, choose Literary Genres, then type 

“magical realism” and click “Browse”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you see your term on the list, you will 

be able to add it to your search. 

 

 

 

 

 

MagillOnLiterature also has a glossary that you can use to get a brief definition or 

explanation of a literary term, movement, era, category, etc. Access it from the top 

left of the search screen.   

 

Type the term in the 

glossary search box and 

click on the “Browse” 

button. If your term is in 

the glossary, you will be 

able to find a short 

definition. 

 


